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MAY  TRIP  TO  JACK  LONDON  RANCH  AND  GLEN  ELLEN 

On  Sunday,  May  10,  a large  group  of  members  and  friends  met  at  Glen 
Ellen  on  Sonoma  Creek.  The  day  was  bright  and  clear,  the  air  full  of  song. 
Along  the  creek  boardered  by  tall  trees  and  thickets  were  Yellow  Warblers 
and  Swainson’s  Thrushes.  A Blackheaded  Grosbeak’s  full  voice  came  from  the 
tree  tops.  The  special  treat,  a first  for  many,  was  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  per- 
forming in  full  view. 

Driving  along  Jack  London  Road  we  arrived  at  the  ranch.  Here  we  were 
the  guests  of  Mrs.  Marianne  Sheperd  and  Mrs.  Susan  Shepard,  both  enthusiastic 
birders. 

We  walked  out  onto  a hillside  covered  with  a variety  of  Oak  (Live,  Valley 
and  Black)  Laurel  and  Madrone.  Singing  of  the  nesters  and  lisping  of  the 
young  could  be  heard  on  all  sides.  We  saw  a Chipping  Sparrow  feed  its  fledg- 
ling in  an  Oak,  a Lark  Sparrow  carrying  food  to  its  young  in  a low  bush  on  the 
edge  of  a grassy  slope,  a Common  Bushtit’s  nest  hanging  from  a laurel,  its 
young  aready  gone.  Most  striking  was  a family  of  Brown  Creepers  being  fed 
in  a Live  Oak,  the  babies  fluttering  and  creeping  in  all  directons. 

As  we  came  into  a clearing  in  an  abandoned  vineyard,  we  had  the  feast 
of  our  eye,  Lazuli  Buntings  in  full  light.  Among  the  ranch  buildings  we  saw  a 
Cliff  Swallow  colony,  the  nest  of  a Bullock’s  Oriole  in  an  Oak,  a House  Wren 
in  the  crevice  of  a stone  wall  and  a Western  Flycatcher  carrying  nesting  material 
to  its  hole. 

After  lunch  we  rested  among  Redwoods  and  Tanbark  Oaks  listening  to 
Howard  Cogswell  imitate  a Pygmy  Owl  and  make  small  birds  flock  over  to 
ward  it  off. 

This  trip  was  particularly  interesting  because  it  gave  us  a chance  to  see  a 
variety  of  habitat  at  the  height  of  the  nesting  season  and  to  take  a May 
census  there,  the  first  of  any  kind. 
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In  all,  55  species  were  seen  or  heard,  the  following  in  addition  to  those 
noted  above:  Turkey  Vulture;  Red-tailed,  Red-shouldered  and  Sparrow  Hawk; 
California  Quail;  Mourning  Dove;  Ann’s  and  Allen’s  Hummingbird;  Acorn, 
Hairy  and  Nuttall’s  Woodpecker;  Western  Kingbird;  Ash-throated  Flycatcher; 
Black  Phoebe;  Western  Wood  Pewee;  Violet-green  and  Roughwinged  Swallow; 
Scrub  Jay;  Common  Crow;  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee;  Plain  Titmouse;  White- 
breasted Nuthatch;  Robin;  Western  Bluebird;  Hutton's  Solitary  and  Warbling 
Vireo;  Orange-crowned  Warbler;  House  Sparrow;  Western  Meadlowlark;  Red- 
winged and  Brewer’s  Blackbird;  Brown-headed  Cowbid;  Western  Tanager; 
Purple  and  House  Finch;  Lesser  (including  a nest  with  tv/o  eggs)  and  Law- 
rence’s Goldfinch;  Rufous-sided  and  Brown  Towhee;  Oregon  Junco;  Song 
Sparrow. 

Howard  Cogswell  and  Marie  Mans,  Co-leaders 
Natalie  Mestechin,  Co-leader  and  Historian 


MAY  TRIP  TO  McCOY  RANCH,  ARROYO  MOCHO 

Approximately  50  members  and  friends  met  in  Livermore  and  drove  to 
McCoy  Ranch  on  the  Mines  Road,  on  a sunny  but  cool  and  windy  Sunday,  May 
3.  We  strolled  along  the  creek,  up  the  hill  and  through  the  pasture.  Most  of 
the  birds  usually  seen  in  this  area  were  noted  but  not  in  the  usual  numbers, 
probably,  due  to  the  strong,  cool  wind. 

At  noon  we  drove  to  the  bridge  to  see  the  Phainopeplas  and  eat  lunch. 
Some  of  the  party  then  called  it  a day  but  the  rest  drove  to  the  Mines  Road 
cut-off,  above  the  Scout  camp.  The  chaparral  covered  hills  here  are  a sparrow 
haven.  Chipping,  Lark,  White-crowned,  Lincoln,  Fox,  Song,  Bell’s  and  Rufous- 
crowned  Sparrows  were  observed.  A single  observer  saw  a Black-chinned 
Sparow.  Since  then  Black-throated  Sparrows  have,  also,  been  seen  in  the  area. 

In  all,  101  species  were  seen  or  heard,  the  following  in  addition  to  those 
noted  above:  Turkey  Vulture;  Sharp-shinned,  Cooper’s  and  Red-tailed  Hawk; 
Golden  Eagle;  Sparrow  Hawk;  California  Quail;  Killdeer;  California  Gull; 
Band-tailed  Pigeon;  Rock  and  Mourning  Dove;  White-throated  Swift;  Anna’s 
and  Allen’s  Hummingbird;  Belted  Kingfisher;  Red-shafted  Flicker;  Acorn 
and  Lewis’  Woodpecker;  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker;  Hairy,  Downy  and  Nuttall’s 
Woodpecker;  Western  Kingbird;  Ash-throated  Flycatcher;  Black  and  Say’s 
Phoebe;  Western  Flycatcher;  Western  Wood  Pewee;  Olive-sided  Flycatcher; 
Horned  Lark;  Violet-green,  Tree,  Rough-winged,  Barn  and  Cliff  Swallow; 
Purple  Martin;  Stellar’s  and  Scrub  Jay;  Yellow-billed  Magpie;  Common  Raven; 
Common  Crow;  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee;  Plain  Titmouse;  Common  Bushtit; 
White-breasted  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatch;  Wrentit:  House  and  Bewick’s  Wren; 
Mockingbird;  California  Thrasher;  Robin;  Varied.  Hermit  and  Swainson’s 
Thrush;  Western  Bluebird:  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher;  Golden-crowned  and  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet;  Cedar  Waxwing;  Loggerhead  Shrike;  Starling;  Hutton’s 
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So  itary  and  Warbling  Vireo;  Orange-crowned,  Yellow,  Audubon's  and  Mac 
Griilivray  s Warbler;  Yellow-breasted  Chat  (?);  Wilson's  Warbler;  House 
Sparrow;  Western  Meadowlark;  Redwinged  Blackbird;  Bullock’s  Oriole;  Brew- 
ers Blackbird;  Brown-headed  Cowbird;  Western  Tanager;  Black-headed  Gros- 
beak, Lazuli  Bunting;  Purple  and  House  Finch;  Pine  Siskin;  American,  Lesser 
and  Lawrence  s Goldfinch;  Rufous-sided  and  Brown  Towhee;  Sage  Sparrow; 
Oregon  Junco;  Golden-crowned  Sparrow. 

Lee  and  Richard  Stallcup,  Co-leaders 
Jean  Stallcup,  Historian 

NEW  DAILY  FIELD  CARD:  issued  January,  1959,  changing  Merlin  back  to 
Pigeon  Hawk  and  Kestrel  back  to  Sparrow  Hawk.  On  sale  for  5 cents  each  Nat- 
ional Audubon  Society,  2426  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley  4,  California. 

NEW  MEMBERS  — We  welcome  the  following  members  to  the  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Society:  from  Oakland,  Mrs.  M.  V.  Harris  and  Miss  Lillian  H.  Hick- 
man; from  Portland,  Oregon,  Miss  Helen  Marcy;  from  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey, 
Mr.  P.  William  Smith,  Jr;  and  from  Vallejo,  Mr.  Frank  Flanner. 

Agnes  Oczkewecz,  Membership  Chairman 

GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
SANCTUARY  AND  MEMORIAL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  GIFT  OF 

Mrs.  Ethel  Meyer  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Land 

CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS,  1959,  were  granted  to  Audubon  Camp  of  California, 
by  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  to  :Miss  Maud  Greenwood,  biology  teach- 
er, Oakland  Junior  College;  Miss  Evelyn  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Frederick  L.  Greene, 
Frick  High  School;  Mrs.  Glen  Shanks,  elementary  teacher,  Concord. 

NO  MEETING  IN  AUGUST — Happy  vacation  to  all ! Come  back  with  lots 
of  field  observations  and  colored  slides. 

Bonnie  Smith,  Program  Chairman 

SEPTEMBER  MEETING — Garden  Party,  September  24th,  at  the  home  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  T.  Eric  Reynolds.  (Camp  Scholarship  Fund)  It  is  hoped  that  Past 
President  John  Baker  will  be  there  to  speak  to  us.  Supper  will  be  catered  and  a 
film  is  to  be  shown.  Be  sure  to  reserve  the  date  and  plan  to  bring  a guest. 

Louise  Muhler,  Garden  Party  Chairman 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  An  outstanding  color  slide  show.  The  Merced  Inter- 
national Nature  Exhibition,  will  be  presented  Tuesday.  August  25.  8 p.m.,  Berk- 
eley Little  Theater,  Allston  Wav  and  Grove  Street,  Berkeley  and  Wednesday, 
August  26,  8 p.m.,  Morrison  Auditorium  California  Academy  of  Sciences, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  San  Francisco.  Admission  is  free. 
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FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  AUGUST 

On  Sunday,  August  16,  to  Bodega  Bay  and  Russian  River  Area.  This  trip 
has  been  scheduled  to  study  the  early  fall  migration  of  shore  birds.  Shearwater, 
various  alcids  and  other  off  shore  species  are  possibilities  at  this  early  date.  Meet 
at  the  small  town  of  Valley  Ford  on  State  Route  # 1,  between  Tomales  and 
Bodega,  at  9 a.m.  Bring  binoculars,  telescope,  lunch  and  interested  friends. 
Leader,  Guy  McCaskie,  P.  O.  Box  24 1,  Tahoe  City. 

On  Saturday,  August  29,  to  the  Farallon  Islands  on  the  Privateer  II. 
Deptarure  will  be  from  Berkeley  harbor,  at  5:30  a.m.,  with  a later  pickup  of 
passengers  in  San  Francisco.  On  the  August,  1957,  trip  28  species  were  seen. 
Of  these  there  were  3 species  of  Shearwater,  Black-footed  Albatross,  Cassin’s 
Auklet  and  Tufted  Puffin.  Complete  information  will  be  sent  to  those  who  re- 
reserve a space.  Fee  $8.50  per  person.  This  should  be  sent  to  the  Field  Trips 
Chairman,  Harold  G.  Peterson,  3548-65th  Avenue,  Oakland  5.  Make  checks 
payable  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.  Names  will  be  placed  on  the 
passenger  list  in  the  order  received.  Leader,  Richard  Stallcup,  LO.  9-3185 

Harold  G.  Peterson,  Field  Trips  Chairman 
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